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Time and Complexity in Historical Ecology:  Studies in the Neotropical 
Lowlands.  William Balée and Clark L. Erickson, editors.  New York: 
Columbia University Press, 2006.  The Historical Ecology Series.  xii + 417 


















with	 the	 tangible,	 biophysical	 evidence	 of	 ancient	 human-environmental	
interaction	 at	 times	 creates	 problems	 of	 trans-disciplinary	 communication.	
Although	both	editors	are	anthropologists,	and	the	volume	seems	directed	at	a	
primarily	anthropological	readership,	many	methodologies	and	technical	terms	










inventories	of	 tree	species	 in	Petén	and	various	parts	of	Amazonia	 indicate	
how	human	 intervention	 has	 helped	 shape	 the	 composition	 of	 putatively	
pristine	forests	over	the	millennia.		Eduardo	Neves	and	James	Petersen	relate	
the	formation	of	anthropogenic	Amazonian	Dark	Earths	(ADE’s)	at	several	
sites	 on	 the	 central	Amazon	 to	 ancient	 socio-political	 processes	 involving	
recursive	human-environmental	interaction.		Elizabeth	Graham	argues	that	the	
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of	 their	 irrigated	 environments	 by	 selectively	 adopting	 food	 plants	 from	







parts	 of	 the	Neotropics.	 	Loretta	Cormier	 shows	how	 foraging	 among	 the	
Guajá	of	eastern	Brazil	was	an	adjustment	to	post-Columbian	depopulation	
within	 an	 anthropogenic	 and	 productive	 but	 post-agricultural	 landscape.	
Clark	Erickson	and	William	Balée	present	their	research	on	artificial	mounds	
and	other	earthworks	in	the	periodically	inundated	Llanos	de	Mojos	of	Beni,	
lowland	Bolivia,	 demonstrating	 how	 archaeological	 excavations	 and	 forest	















in	 this	 volume,	 one	 analytical	 and	 one	 ideological.	 	The	first	 concerns	 the	
philosophical	implications	of	historical	ecology	as	a	field	aspiring	to	transcend	
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always	 be	 possible	 to	analytically	 distinguish	 cultural	meanings	 from	 their	
biophysical	repercussions.
	 The	 second	 discussion	 concerns	 the	 political	 implications	 of	 the	















readers	 to	 seriously	 rethink	 long-term	processes	 of	 human-environmental	
interaction.
Ethnobotany of the Shuar of Eastern Ecuador.  Bradley Bennett, Marc Baker 
and Patricia Gómez Andrade.  Bronx:  New York Botanical Garden Press 















	 The	 book	 does	 suffer,	 however,	 from	 a	 narrow	 understanding	 of	
anthropological	methods	and	approaches.		Although	it	offers	a	brief	ethnological	
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